[Clinical findings of cefoxitin in the treatment of serious infections and the prevention of postoperative infections (author's transl)].
This clinical trial was designed to evaluate the efficacy, safety and patient tolerance of cefoxitin in 23 patients who were admitted to the hospital from March 1980 to November 1980. The daily dose of cefoxitin for 21 adult patients (ages ranged from 26 to 74 years old) were 6 g for the treatment of infections, and 2 to 6 g for the prevention of infections by either direct or intermittent intravenous infusions. Two children were given 100 mg/kg of cefoxitin either by direct or intermittent intravenous infusions 2 to 3 times a day in divided doses. I. Treatment of intracranial infections 1. A 60-year-old man with a brain abscess was admitted to the hospital after the unsuccessful treatment with a cephalothin for 9 days. After, the initiation of therapy with cefoxitin, given 6 g a day for 3 days, the abscess was surgically removed. On the second day of treatment with cefoxitin following the operation, his highest temperature was 37.0 degrees C and was normal on the third day of treatment. He was discharged after 12 days after the surgical procedure. 2. A 56-year-old woman with cerebrospinal rhinorrhea and meningitis after the transsphenoidal removal of pituitary microadenoma responded satisfactorily to therapy with cefoxitin, given 6 g a day for 14 days after the unsuccessful treatment with a cephalothin. II. The prevention of infections following surgical operation of the central nervous system 1. Seventeen patients undergoing surgical procedures were treated with cefoxitin for the prevention of postoperative infections. None of the 17 patients developed postoperative infections. 2. A 53-year-old man undergoing repair of cerebrospinal rhinorrhea in the possibly contaminated area was successfully treated with cefoxitin, given intravenous 2 g every 8 hours for 10 days without meningitis having developed. III. The treatment and prevention of complications 1. A 74-year-old comatose male with a brain stem concussion, who was expectorating insufficiently and had difficulty swallowing and developed into pneumonia as a complication. He was successfully treated with cefoxitin, given intravenous 6 g a day for 2 weeks. 2. A 26-year-old male with a brain stem concussion complicated by pneumonia and a urinary tract infection was successfully treated with the same dose regimen of cefoxitin as the previous patient. 3. The prevention of complications A 58-year-old male with pontine glioma undergoing a tracheotomy was administered cefoxitin for the prevention of pulmonary complication. He died of pontine glioma after the three-month treatment. IV. Side effects Results of skin sensitivity tests given prior to the administration of cefoxitin were negative in all of the 23 patients. Neither anaphylaxis nor other allergic reactions or thrombophlebitis occurred with the intravenous administration of cefoxitin. No abnormalities in blood, hepatic function or renal function were observed. Anorexia occurred in 1 patient who was given cefoxitin, 6 g a day.